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Correspondence from Valley Mills, Texas 

__________ 

 

Dear Volksblatt!  [18 April 1913] 

 Since the correspondence in your 

columns lately appears quite sparse, I will 

write a letter today and send a few lines. On 

the 8th of April we had a very heavy 

thunderstorm with a bit of hail, but fortunately, 

the hail did no harm. In Coryell a widow lost a 

donkey and a horse by lightning. Many field 

enclosures have been washed out and washed 

away as a result of the sudden heavy rains. The 

sown grain is now very good and promises a 

hefty harvest, if there is no disaster in between. 

Corn has a poor stand and does not look the 

best, potatoes also look bad.  

Cotton planting is now the order of the day, 

and if the weather stays that warm for a few 

more days, then the first ones planted will 

come out soon. 

 

† Mrs. Louise Seilheimer † 

 

 Last Sunday, April 13, my dear 

sister-in-law died, Mrs. Louise Seilheimer, of 

Shive, Hamilton Co., Texas after a long and 

severe illness at the age of 31 years 10 months 

and 18 days. She leaves behind her pain-

stricken husband, Mr. Johann Seilheimer, and 

eight minor children, ages 1 to 11 years. Her 

mortal remains were laid to rest in Christian 

burial on the 14 of April by Pastor J. Holm at 

the St. Paul’s cemetery of Shive, with great 

participation from near and far. May she rest 

gently! May the sorrowful husband and 

relatives be comforted by you, Oh Lord! 

 

 With greetings to all Volksblatt 

readers.  

                Gustav Symank 

 

Translated by Sandra McNeely 
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